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of definite external tests to govern their decisions ;
" and it has led to a number of delicate discussions,
upon which I need not enter. The legal problem
seems essentially to be, what tests should guide us
in determining whether a man should be regarded as
a normal human being, or as a being so far differing
from the normal type that he should be treated
exceptionally, and especially put under the guidance
of other persons, and excused from legal respon-
sibility, that is, liability to punishment.

I have to do with the moral problem alone. It is
a still more difficult problem; but it has this advan-
tage, that we do not require so definite an answer.
We have not, happily, to decide whether our fellows
shall go to heaven or to hell, though we have to
decide whether they shall be hanged or locked up ;
and we must be content as a rule with very vague
estimates as to their moral character. What we
practically have to take, more or less roughly, into
account is simply this: that our inference from con-
duct to character has often to be modified by the
existence of these abnormal cases. A man is drunk
on an important occasion; I infer, as a rule, that he
has all the qualities which go with low sensuality;
but in some cases the inference is wrong; the man
may be really a person of most admirable feelings;
but one of his instincts has suddenly taken an